When the federal government's Bill C-18, the Online News Act, comes into effect within the next six months, it will create a new government oversight for digital giants like Meta (that owns Facebook and Instagram), Google, and others to negotiate deals compensating media outlets for news content they share or otherwise repurpose on their platforms.
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The tech companies say the law has no cap on the amount of money they might have to pay and they need to know what that is, many media outlets already have funding agreements with them, and the news articles on their platforms cause visitor traffic click-throughs to generate exposure for ad revenue and new subscribers for the news outlets themselves.
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Meta (that owns Facebook and Instagram) and Google have indicated that if the law goes through, they'll remove Canadian news links from their search engines so Canadians won't be able to get Canadian news from their platforms, end all agreements where they pay to license news from over 150 local publishers, and cancel journalism fellowships that they fund
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Please choose one of the following statements that is closest to your point of view:
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